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Partners for Success Resource Center

Point Pleasant Annex, 1450 Furnace Ave,
 Glen Burnie, MD  21060
Phone: 410-222-3805

partnersforsuccess@aacps.org

                                                                   April 2014
                                              April is Autism Awareness Month


For Questions and Concerns….

Debbie Wetzel, Katy Schieman, Partners for Success Resource Center
410-222-3805

Online: http://www.aacps.org/specialed/involvement.asp    Click on “Monthly Calendar of Events”

Facilitated IEP Team Meetings

As stated in Facilitated IEP Team Meetings in Maryland, Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services, Maryland State Department of Education, “Having IEP team meetings facilitated by an external, independent, trained “Facilitator” is rapidly becoming a popular means for parents and school personnel to reach agreement in the educational decision making process for students needing or suspected of needing special education services. When the relationship between parents and school personnel becomes strained or better yet, before the relationship has the opportunity to fray, parents and school personnel are finding that using external facilitators can assist the IEP team process. A facilitator may help parents and school personnel avoid misunderstandings or disagreements when it is believed that discussions at the meeting are becoming challenging. Using a trained facilitator has been found to be an effective means to keep IEP teams focused on the development of the educational program for the student while addressing some of the conflicts and disagreements that may arise from inadequate communication. The facilitator will utilize skills that create an environment in which the IEP team members; school personnel and parents can listen to each other and work together in developing high quality education programs for students suspected of, or identified as disabled.”

If you would like more information about Facilitated IEP Team Meetings, please contact the Office of Special Education Compliance and Legal Issues, Anne Arundel County Public Schools at 410-222-5422 or Linda Deming, Anne Arundel Conflict Resolution Center at 410-266 -9033.

To request a Facilitated IEP Team Meeting, please contact the Anne Arundel Conflict Resolution Center at 410-266-9033.
Anne Arundel County Systems of Care
Connecting People to Resources in Anne Arundel County, Maryland

1-800-485-0041 

Search InfoAnneArundel: www.infoannearundel.org
Can’t find local resources for your family?  Talk to someone who can help!  Anne Arundel County Systems of Care provides one-on-one support/system navigation and access to agency referral information and community resources by phone. InfoAnneArundel is an up-to-date, user-friendly website containing an inventory of local services.
Anne Arundel County Public Schools
PARENT eHandbook for Special Education: Guidelines and Procedures

In partnership with parents/guardians for educational journeys of excellence for students with disabilities, AACPS has published a Special Education eHandbook. The Division of Special Education values the role of parents in the teaching and learning process and believes this resource may be extremely helpful to our community.
You may access the Handbook by clicking on the link (PARENT eHandbook For Special Education Guidelines & Procedures) from the Parent Tab (under Special Education) or the Curriculum/Instruction Tab (Special Education link) or by typing the following address into your web browser: http://www.aacps.org/specialed/SPEDParenteHandbook.pdf
Anne Arundel County Public Schools
Parent Chat Sessions (For parents of children with special needs, ages birth through 5 years)
Topic: Developing Bedtime Routines
Monday, April 28, 2014 from 8:45 to 9:45 a.m., 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. and 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
Location: Infants and Toddlers Program Waiting Room, Point Pleasant Annex, 1450 Furnace Branch Rd.,
   Glen Burnie, MD
Sessions are co-led by Nina McNealey, MEd, ITP Behavioral Specialist, and Christa Grimm, ITP Family Outreach Specialist. For more information, please contact Nina McNealey at nmcnealey@aacps.org, 443-510-4626.
The Life Transition Series: Employment Opportunities
Wednesday, April 2, 2014 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Location:  Woods Memorial Church, 611 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Rm. 155, Severna Park, MD  21146
This workshop will be a discussion about employment and employment initiatives.  Several Anne Arundel County community resource providers will talk about their services designed to support adults with developmental disabilities to work as independently as possible in their local neighborhoods.  Community resource providers support individuals in finding a job that recognizes/fits their individual strengths, skills, and needs.  Representatives from the following agencies/programs will be present:  The Arc of the Central Chesapeake Region, Opportunities Builders, Inc. (OBI), Providence Center, Inc. (PCI), Abilities Network, Bay Community Support Services (UCP), Work Opportunities, and Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS). Registration is required for this workshop.

The Life Transition Series of workshops is designed to provide families of students with disabilities, transitioning from school to adult services, with valuable information and resources to facilitate a successful transition.  Each session will focus on a specific topic providing information that is crucial in preparing for adult life. The Life Transition Series is open to all families interested in increasing their knowledge on specific topics. For more information, or to register for the free workshops, please email or call one of the following persons: Michele Dilegge, Division of Special Education, AACPS: mdilegge-goldfein@aacps.org,  at 410-222-5486, Katy Schieman at Partners for Success AACPS: kshieman@aacps.org, at 410-222-3805, or Jessica Dicus, The Arc of the Central Chesapeake Region: jdicus@thearcccr.org at 410-269-1883.

Open House: Partners for Success Resource Center

Thursday, April 24, from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Location: Point Pleasant Annex, 1450 Furnace Branch Rd., Room 111, Glen Burnie, MD
Partners for Success is a partnership between the Maryland State Department of Education and Anne Arundel County Public Schools. The Center provides families, professionals, and the community with information, training, and support.  The purpose of the Center is to provide the skills and knowledge that will enable families of children and youth with disabilities, and professionals to function as partners in the educational decision making process and to assist families in accessing services for children. The Resource Center Open House was planned to support parents and educators of children with special needs to explore available resources. Drop by for light refreshments and browse the lending library, or get information about questions and concerns you may have.  For more information, please contact Debbie Wetzel or Katy Schieman at 410-222-3805 or partnersforsuccess@aacps.org
Anne Arundel County Asperger Support Group

Wednesday, April 16, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Location: St. Martin in the Field Church, 375 Benfield Blvd., Severna Park, MD

Support Group meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. (during the school year). For more information, please contact Sue Hayward at 410-903-6661 or suehayward@engisol.com. You can also check the website for additional information on guest speakers, resources and links at www.aacaps.org.  
Anne Arundel County Down Syndrome Connection
This support group generally meets every other month on the 3rd Thursday of the month during the school year.

Please visit the website: www.downsyndromeconnection.com or call 888-279-2279 for meeting information.
Anne Arundel County Recreation and Parks

Adaptive Recreation- A Place for All Abilities  
These programs are designed for all abilities, however not all programs are appropriate for all individuals.  Programs are offered that are intended to provide integration opportunities in a fun and non-competitive manner.  Peer coaches are always welcome to volunteer and participate in the programs.   If you are a new participant, or wish to volunteer, please contact Wendy Scarborough at 410-222-7313, ext. 3554, for additional program information.  Current programs include:  Friday Night Social Clubs and adaptive sports at the Freedom Field Lake Waterford Adaptive Sports Complex and Ruth P. Eason School. Adaptive sports include Challenger Baseball, Adaptive Soccer/Flag Football, and Adaptive and Integrated Tennis. Integrated evening sports include Youth Kickball and a selection of Recreational Sports guided by staff. Swimming programs for youth and adults are also available.  To view descriptions of the current schedule of programs and/or obtain registration materials, please go to: http://www.aacounty.org/recparks/recreation/adaptive.cfm.
Anne Arundel County Special Education Citizens' Advisory Committee (AA-SECAC)
Thursday, April 10, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.

Location: The Carol S. Parham Board of Education Building, 2644 Riva Road, Annapolis, MD
AA-SECAC - “A voice for positive changes in Special Education”. The goal of SECAC is to develop partnerships and facilitate a discussion among parents, families, community leaders, organizations, educators and administrators as a means to enhance services and opportunities by the Division of Special Education. AA-SECAC also promotes the implementation of proactive supports to students with disabilities and/or special needs, while advocating for positive changes in special education within Anne Arundel County Public Schools. For additional information, please go to: http://www.aasecac.org/ Kim Offutt, Chair, bkoffutt@verizon.net; or Partners for Success Resource Center, partnersforsuccess@aacps.org /410-222-3805.

CHADD of Anne Arundel County
“Parenting Children and Adolescents with ADHD: Strategies for Enhancing Successful Family Relationships” with Dr.
    John Persampier and Dr. Kristin L. Hunt
Tuesday, April 8, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.   
Location: Severna Park United Methodist Church, 731 Benfield Road, Rm. 203, Severna Park, MD
CHADD meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month from September to June. Please see the website (www.aacochadd.org) for additional information including adult and parent support groups. For further assistance and/or information, email drcarolrobbins@gmail.com.
Kennedy Krieger:  Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD)  

“Making Sense of Sensory Processing” Meghan Hinderer, MOT, OTR/L and Sarah Welch MS, OTRL, presenting

Wednesday, April 9, 2014 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“Sleep Issues in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders”, Dr. Jennifer Accardo, MD, MSCE, presenting
Wednesday, April 16 2014 from 11:30 a.m. to1 2:30 p.m.
“ADHD Symptoms in ASD-Symptom Evaluation and Medication Choice”, Dr. Rajneesh Mahajan, MD, presenting
Wednesday, April 23, 2014 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“Gastrointestinal (GI) Problems in Children with ASD”, Dr. Eric Levey, MD, presenting

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Location for both presentations: Center for Autism and Related Disorders at Kennedy Krieger Institute, 3901
   Greenspring Ave., Creamer Building, 3rd Floor Large Conference Room, Baltimore, MD
These free trainings are for parents, family members, and professionals. For more information or to register, please go to http://kennedykriegercard.eventbrite.com/
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Family Support Groups
· Monday, April 7, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Baltimore Washington Medical Center, Padussis Conference Center, 301 Hospital Drive, Glen Burnie, MD

· Thursday, April 10, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location:  Arundel Lodge, 2600 Solomons Island Road, Edgewater, MD

· Tuesday, April 15, 2014 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church, 611 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd., Severna Park, MD

NAMI Family support groups are for relatives, caregivers, and others involved with individuals with mental illness. Support groups provide a caring atmosphere for individuals to share their common experiences. It also assists individuals in developing skills for understanding and coping.  For more information please call 443- 569-3498 or visit the website: www.namiaac.org
Special Olympics Maryland, Anne Arundel County  
Developmentally disabled people age 8 and older are invited to train in the following skills: 
Bocce




Wednesdays from 6:00 to 7:15 p.m. at Ruth Parker Eason School

Basketball: Skills


Mondays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Ruth Parker Eason School

Softball: Teams



Mondays from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at Lake Waterford Park
Swimming: One on One


Fridays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Annapolis Swim Center

Swimming: Intermediates

Fridays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Annapolis Swim Center

Swimming: Lappers


Fridays from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Annapolis Swim Center
Track & Field



Sundays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Annapolis High School
If schools are closed, there will be no practice.  For more information, please call Gregg Meade at 410-923-0383, wgmeade@worldnet.att.net.  For additional information go to www.soaamd.org
Special Olympics Young Athletes Program
Tentative Practice Dates and Information (Schedule is subject to change)
Wednesdays, April 9 & 23, 2014 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Location:  Marley Glen School, 200 Scott Ave., Glen Burnie, MD 21060

This program is currently offered for children with special needs, ages 3 yrs. to 6 yrs. Parent participation is mandatory. Siblings may participate in activities.  This program provides motor skills activities that encourage young children to participate in group athletic exercises. A variety of materials and equipment, music, and movement are used to introduce young special needs children to group motor games.  It is also a great socialization time for the children and parents!  The young athletes should wear comfortable clothing and sneakers.  There are no fees for the program.  Additional information and applications are available at all practices. Please contact Janis Jank at jjank@aacps.org to obtain information concerning the current program.

TACA – Talk About Curing Autism Now

Tuesday, April 8, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Location:  Severna Park Baptist Church, 506 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD  
This group generally meets the second Tuesday of the month. For current information about events, please access the following website:  www.tacanow.org/maryland. For more information, please contact Alison Hamilton (410-451-8015), Alison.hamiltion@tacanow.org or Jill Zaukus (410-439-1828), Jill.zaukus@tacanow.org.
TACA Coffee Talk
Sunday, April 13, 2014 at 12 Noon
Location:  One Dish Cuisine Café, Deli, & Bakery, Taylor Village Center, 8001 Hillsborough Rd., Ellicott City, MD
Please join other local TACA families to share information about education, diet, therapies, and other interventions to help your child diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder thrive. Please RSVP to Alison.hamilton@tacanow.org
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World of Possibilities disAbilities Expo

Saturday, April 12, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location:  Hilton Washington DC/Rockville, 1750 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD  20852
World of Possibilities Expo will provide an opportunity to enhance your knowledge and to explore the latest products, services, technology and resources that include:  assistive and adaptive devises, durable medical equipment, computer software, instructional materials, mobility products, adaptive learning tools, disability and elder law resources, recreation/travel resources, adapted bikes/adapted exercise equipment, personal care products, communication devices, and more.

There will be free wheelchair inspection and repair.   For a free pass to the expo, please go to http://expo.caringcommunities.org/passport.php
Did you Know?
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Autism knows no racial, ethnic, or socioeconomic boundaries
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Fifteen years ago, the rate of Autism was 1 in 10,000 births –

                                             today it is 1 in 88
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Autism is a lifelong developmental disorder
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Boys are five times more likely to have autism, 1 in 54 boys
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There is no known cure or cause of Autism
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Autism is the fastest growing developmental disability in the USA
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Autism costs one family an average of $60,000 per year for life

RISE for Autism supports individuals diagnosed with autism and their families in the Anne Arundel County area by:
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 Awarding grant monies for therapeutic services
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Holding ‘sensory-friendly’ family events
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Hosting educational conferences for parents and teachers
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Raising Autism awareness, support, and tolerance in our community

Suggestions and Ideas for April - Autism Awareness Month
From the Special Education Citizens’ Advisory Committee
· Consider:

·  A “Color it or Wear Blue” campaign for the month of April.  Students can wear blue shirts, a blue hat, or wear a blue ribbon.  
· Sharing facts about Autism in the morning announcements, on bulletin boards or signs. 
· Having students cut out puzzle pieces from construction paper and link them throughout the hallways of the school. Color them in and have students write their name on them. 
· An autism awareness banner or balloons for the outside entrance. 
· Autism awareness presentations/research in classrooms
· Holding a fundraising event such as a coin drive, “Hat Day” or contact a local restaurant to donate a percentage of proceeds to an autism charity of choice.  Money is donated to a charity for individuals with autism.
· Asking teachers or guest readers to read story about a child with autism to the class (K-5)

Resources: Internet

Autism Society of America  http://www.autism-society.org/

Autism Speaks  http://www.autismspeaks.org/

Pathfinders for Autism  http://www.pathfindersforautism.org/ 

Rise for Autism  http://www.riseforautism.com/   
Talking About Curing Autism (TACA) Local Autism Support Group in AA Co.
   https://www.tacanow.org/local-chapters/northeast/maryland/

Resources: AACPS

Ability Awareness Resource Library (Distributed to AACPS Elementary Schools circa 2009)

Building Bridges: A Multidisciplinary Team Approach to Supporting Students with Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism in the Classroom
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