
Spring is Coming!!
and so is the
Spring Family Involvement Conference
(As of Parent Link publication time, the conference date and location were not finalized.)

But we do know:
· The conference will be in Mid-March, on a weekday, and during school hours.
· Topics will pertain to families with children, K-12th grade.
· There will be a terrific Key Note Speaker.

Watch for Conference Details
on the AACPS website: www.aacps.org
in the March Parent Link
in your child’s backpack.
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Supporting Your Children in 
English Language Arts

By Dessolene Davis, NBCT
AACPS Department of Elementary Reading and Integrated Literacy
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Maryland is implementing more rigorous and consistent learning expectations to meet the English Language Arts College and Career Readiness Standards (ELACCRS).  This shift is reflected in AACPS Language Arts instruction across the grades and content areas.    

What is expected of students?  Students in every grade level are challenged to read more non-fiction texts – “real life” current and historical events, natural and technical sciences, biographies.  This includes reading and understanding more complex “real world” technical manuals, application forms, insurance claims, college textbooks and articles.  They will be better equipped to succeed when they graduate.  

Students are also expected to discuss and write about what they’ve read, and always with supporting evidence. Now they must carefully review the text and “read closely” to find the information to support their position or claim.

You can help: Reinforce this skill by asking your kids for evidence to support their arguments and discussions in real life activities and situations.  For example, expect your children to use facts and other evidence to justify why they should receive certain gifts or privileges.  Encourage them to research supporting evidence to strengthen ideas.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, students are now reading and listening to more complex text and are expected to use more complex words.  This is vital to vocabulary growth and stronger reading skills in all content areas throughout the school day.  

You can help: Look for books to read aloud that will stretch your child’s vocabulary, then practice using those new words in real life activities.

You can help: There is one simple, activity that research overwhelmingly shows is the most effective thing you can do to support your children’s reading and academic skills development:  Read with your children every day, no matter their age or grade level.  Read aloud, share-read texts, find facts to support ideas, and talk about what you are reading.   Enjoy learning together.
 

Watch for further information. 

























  

Volunteer of the Month
To nominate outstanding volunteers for the AACPS Volunteer of the Month Award, email ttudor@aacps.org
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Office of School & Family Partnerships AACPS TV Programs: Comcast and Broadstripe Channel 96, & Verizon Channel 36.

Parent Connection, Parents’ Corner, World View
Nuestra Comunidad (Our Community), and 
¡Charlemos Juntos! (Let’s Chat)
Published by:
The Office of School & Family Partnerships
410-222-5414; ttudor@aacps.org
The evidence is consistent, positive, and convincing:  families have a major influence on their children’s achievement. When schools, families, and community groups work together to support learning, children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more.”   
Anne T. Henderson, Karen L. Mapp

Parent Link
Parent Link
Connecting You and Your Child to Information on Our Journey to Greatness 
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