The Advanced Placement Program

North County Mission
Statement
• North County High School will partner with
parents, students and other stakeholders, to
provide a safe and orderly learning
environment where students are challenged
and supported to be productive citizens.
Students are encouraged to be confident,
take risks, and persevere by committing
themselves to be lifelong learners. We will
take pride in respecting and caring for
everything and everyone in our school
community.

Students Need to Prepare Now to
Succeed in College

“ To send a student off to college
without having had an AP, IB or
Cambridge course and test is like
insisting a child learn to ride a bike
without ever taking off the training
wheels.”
Jay Matthews, Newsweek, June 13,
2010 America’s Best High Schools

We, at North County,
strongly encourage …

AP Exams
• AP Exams are administered by
schools worldwide on set
dates each May.
• Exams usually last around
three hours.
• Each AP Exam contains:
– Multiple-choice questions
– Free-response questions (essay,
problem-solving, oral response)
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Why take the AP Exam?
Most of the nation’s colleges and universities,
plus colleges and universities in 24 other
countries, grant students admission, credit,
and/or placement for qualifying AP Exam
grades.
“Many College Admissions Directors cite AP course and exam participation as an
important factor in evaluating applications.” Washington Post, January 29, 2010 AP:
College admissions directors weigh in By Valerie Strauss

Why Take AP Exams?
Most two- and four-year colleges and
universities in the United States offer credit or
advanced placement for qualifying AP Exam
scores.
•Credit: Students earn credit toward their college degrees.
•Advanced placement: Students can skip introductory courses
and move directly into higher-level classes, and/or fulfill general
education requirements.
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AP Credit Expands Students’
Options
College credit earned through
AP Exams allows students to
move into upper-level college
courses sooner, pursue a
double major, and gain time to
study and travel abroad.
“As a freshman, I was able to skip general
education requirements and head straight into the
higher-level classes I wanted to take. Taking AP
Exams literally saved me semesters of time.”—
Brent Wiese, University of Iowa
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AP Credit Policy Information
Information about AP credit and placement policies at many colleges
and universities is available at www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy.
1.

2.

Search by college or university
name or by letter of the
alphabet
You will see two things for each
school:
– A link to the college’s own Web
page that details its AP credit
and placement policies.
– A statement by the college or
university about its AP policy.
– https://apstudent.collegeboard
.org/creditandplacement/searc
h-credit-policies
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AP Helps Students Graduate on
Time…
Students who take AP courses and exams are
much more likely than their peers to complete a
college degree on time.
•
•
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Only one in four students who enter college complete a bachelor’s degree
in four years.*
A study** showed that students taking AP courses and exams were much
more likely to earn a college degree in four years.
For example, AP English Literature students had four-year college
graduation rates that were 62% higher than students that had not taken
AP English Literature.

* IPEDS database, 2008
** Linda Hargrove, Donn Godin, and Barbara Dodd, “College Outcomes Comparisons by AP
and Non-AP High School Experiences.” The College Board, 2008.

… and Save Money
• Students who take five years or more to
graduate can spend $8,000-$27,000 for each
additional year in college.
– The typical college cost per year for a four-year
public institution is $8,142 for in-state students
and $19,670 for out-of-state students.*
– Students attending private institutions might
expect to incur $27,389 for each additional year
it takes to earn a bachelor’s degree.*
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* Costs include tuition, fees, and books and supplies only, and do not include room, board,
and other living expenses. Average Estimated Undergraduate Budgets, 2009-10 (EnrollmentWeighted). The College Board, ”Trends in College Pricing,” 2009.

AP Boosts Eligibility for
Scholarships
31% of colleges and universities
consider a student’s AP
experience when making
decisions about which students
will receive scholarships.*
“Having the AP Exam score can
make the difference when it
comes down to awarding
precious scholarship dollars.”
—Edwina Harris Hamby, former
Dean of Admission, Fisk
University
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* Unpublished institutional research, Crux Research Inc. March 2007

AP and College Success
A study* showed that students who
earned a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP Exam had
higher first-year college grade point
averages and were more likely to return
for the second year of college than nonAP students of similar ability.
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“One of the best standard
predictors of academic
success at Harvard is
performance on Advanced
Placement Examinations.”
—William Fitzsimmons,
Dean of Admissions &
Financial Aid, Harvard
University

*Krista Mattern, Emily Shaw, and Xinhui Xiong, “The Relationship Between AP Exam
Performance and College Outcomes” (2009), The College Board.

NCHS’s Road to Progress
201 2011
2012
2013
Current
Course Enrollment
0

2014

2013

2015

Total AP
Students

211

339

573

634

596

478

# of Exams

369

666

1,119

1,160

1,155

1.009

AP Students
with scores
3+

65

100

177

185

190

150

% Total of
AP Students
with scores
3+

30.
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29.5

30.9

29.2

31.9

31.4

North County High School AP
Calendar
• November- Students received information
about signing up for AP tests through their
classes
• Students can continue to sign up with Ms.
Bradford, the testing coordinator
AP exam registration

Now-March 14, 2016

Late AP exam registration

March 15-April 8, 2016

• Test dates fall between May 2nd and May
13th.
• Students report to the testing site that day –
the school does not provide transportation.
• Additional Questions ? contact:
rbradford@aacps.org or kmcvey@aacps.org

